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Pre-Heisei Merger Municipal Boundaries were very intentionally used. This is essential to sufficiently represent the remaining unchurched areas in Japan. Otherwise, 2/3 of the 1640 areas remaining in Japan

that lack their first church are in danger of being neglected or forgotten because the need is masked by the effect of the Heisei era mergers. The nature of the Heisei mergers did not change the need for ﬁ @ . %

churches in these areas; the mergers merely obscured it from view. For example, 8 municipalities were merged into the new city of Yokote in Akita, but 4 of them even now still do not have a single church. 1

But since they were merged with others that did, the need for a church in the four is obscured unless pre-merger boundaries are used. (Detailed explanation: ruraljapanchurch.com). M un ICIpaI |t|eS Wlth NO Chu rCh
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2. When a village reaches less than about 3500 people, it might be difficult under the current
° depopulation conditions for a church to be sustained even if it were planted in the first place. Thus,
FRAGHER. HEEhETONOAABEERELCKVWIENFSL, for most unchurched areas under 7000 in population in the year AD2000 (and thus likely <3500 by
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Project Manager - Database/Information Source: 2000E MEEETAO7,000AKBD, HENFOZ< ORI, put in place by someone; b) then, maintained for the long-haul by a church within an hour's drive.
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