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Nagano Pre-Heisei Merger Municipal Boundaries were very intentionally used. This is essential to
Ken Yellow/Green sufficiently represent the remaining unchurched areas in Japan. Otherwise, 2/3 of the 1640
areas remaining in Japan that lack their first church are in danger of being neglected or
EER forgotten because the need is masked by the effect of the Heisei era mergers. The nature of

the Heisei mergers did not change the need for churches in these areas; the mergers
merely obscured it from view. For example, 8 municipalities were merged into the new city

Yamanashi of Yokote in Akita, but 4 of them even now still do not have a single church. But since they were
merged with others that did, the need for a church in the four is obscured unless pre-merger
Ken boundaries are used. (Detailed explanation: ruraljapanchurch.com).
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Unchurched rural area between 7,000 and 50,000 in population.
Planting a church recommended.
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y Unchurched remote rural area under 7000 in population at the time

of the mergers. RJCPN recommends an outreach outpost.
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Churched urban area; 50,000 to Populatlor} data is of necessity fr_om the pre-merger census (the 2000 cenSU§). Based on
g%] L_'E= 1,000,000 population depopulation trends, the populations of many rural areas will eventually decline to around half that

level. So, those areas with less than 7000 people in the year 2000 may have soon declined to under 3500.
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BB R TR HARATDBALEHTET. ) RJCPN recommends a church plant in unchurched areas over 7000 in population (as of the year 2000).

Churched rural area of < 50,000 population or such an area 2. 2000FBRTI TICAAT7,000ARBT, EVIFR(Q030FE)AO A3 500ARBETHD TS &
that was unchurched but now has a church plant underway. BhNTLRHHOBE, BAAEALTE. TORAEHTL A CRET Do ENELL
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2 km When a village reaches less than about 3500 people, it might be difficult under the current depopulation
Yi Ryuyo conditions for a church to be sustained even if it were planted in the first place. Thus, for most unchurched
m%ﬁq TAYIIRNIZ—T 41—, F—AR—R- BEH: ASHHTERZY NT—o0/N—7F— areas under 7000 in population in the year AD2000 (and thus likely <3500 by now or soon to be), RICPN
Maisaka Project Manager - Database/Information Source: Dawn Birkner, RICPN. recommends an alternative outreach outpost (some form of regular long-term gathering that provides local

= N o gospel access), rather than a full church plant, a) be initially put in place by someone; b) then, maintained
R JF74YAEMR: XY U7 4—)L Map- Graphics Specialist: George McFall for the long-haul by a church within an hour's drive.
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