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Pre-Heisei Merger Municipal Boundaries were very intentionally used. This is essential to sufficiently ﬁ@ . ﬁ

represent the remaining unchurched areas in Japan. Otherwise, 2/3 of the 1640 areas remaining in
Japan that lack their first church are in danger of being neglected or forgotten because the need is . o .
masked by the effect of the Heisei era mergers. The nature of the Heisei mergers did not change the

need for churches in these areas; the mergers merely obscured it from view. For example, M u n ICI pal Itles Wlth N 0 C h u rCh
8 municipalities were merged into the new city of Yokote in Akita, but 4 of them even now still do not
have a single church. But since they were merged with others that did, the need for a church in the
four is obscured unless pre-merger boundaries are used. (Detailed explanation: ruraljapanchurch.com).
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Unchurched rural area between 7,000 and 50,000 in population. .
Planting a church recommended. Ken www.ruraljapanchurch.com
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Unchurched remote rural area under 7000 in population at the time Glfu
of the mergers. RJICPN recommends an outreach outpost.
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Churched rural area of < 50,000 population or such an area

that was unchurched but now has a church plant underway.
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EBEBDIHSRFZET VT Recommended Action in Unchurched Areas Tsug:hﬂmalma
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Population data is of necessity from the pre-merger census (the 2000 census). Based on
depopulation trends, the populations of many rural areas will eventually decline to around half that
level. So, those areas with less than 7000 people in the year 2000 may have soon declined to under 3500.

1.2000F KR TAO7,000 Al EDH#IE : RICPN OB LBHREZEHBOLET.
RJCPN recommends a church plant in unchurched areas over 7000 in population (as of the year 2000).

2. 2000FBERTE TICADO7,000AKE T, IEVER(2030FE)AONI500AKFEETHD TR E
BEbhTVW2E0BE,. BRE2BALTE, TOHLEHYULLETRETDIEAELY
EBDNET, TOLY, HAMATHLAHAERBETDL LHAHAUADOBASHDFET, SO
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BHALELSTE, COLSBRBEHNEEEZTDTTHILEBRDIET, Project Manager - Database/Information Source: Dawn Birkner, RICPN.

When a village reaches less than about 3500 people, it might be difficult under the current depopulation W JT77 49 AEMR: XY 97 4—)L Map- Graphics Specialist: George McFall

conditions for a church to be sustained even if it were planted in the first place. Thus, for most unchurched M&t - EHMOEMESE : ricon@hotmail.com.  Email ricpn@hotmail.com with questions
areas under 7000 in population in the year AD2000 (and thus likely <3500 by now or soon to be), RICPN or map updates.

recommends an alternative outreach outpost (some form of regular long-term gathering that provides local

gospel access), rather than a full church plant, a) be initially put in place by someone; b) then, maintained 0 /10 20 30 40

for the long-haul by a church within an hour's drive. [ km
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