CCTRERNIC, FRAGHUMOTHINOBRAREAVTVET, ThEBEEAOHS
REBHHEIRCEBIDLHICKBRIELENSTT, T5LAVE, HAHAGENBVE
BHIHO 3 DD 2, EHICI>TRENATLESAS T, Leald . MEHRICHS 8 DOMATH
HERREHBEICEHLT—OWH (HMFH ) CHEYELLE, BHHIIRZTO8OOHHRDORT,
TXFHEEFH EGCHREN B Y, FREET, #YIIET, EE, KR, KEN, LANCE
HaN <, BREENBESHET L. TOH, TO6 2OHFNON, FEH &HYIETT
HENBEHENELE, LAL, BYDADOHFNICEHELN, BEICERETHAVDOT,
SEHAGENVETHRCELEDYRBYERA. AHEORENTHRERRETICTDE,
BEAICEHRLNIBIERBEN, B, KK, KEN, LANOEEOSEEN =N
ESNTULESRBRUN BB VWS ETT, (F#MAEDBA: ruraljapanchurch.com).

|~ Pre-Heisei Merger Municipal Boundaries were very intentionally used. This is essential to sufficiently
represent the remaining unchurched areas in Japan. Otherwise, 2/3 of the 1640 areas remaining in
Japan that lack their first church are in danger of being neglected or forgotten because the need is
\ masked by the effect of the Heisei era mergers. The nature of the Heisei mergers did not change the
need for churches in these areas; the mergers merely obscured it from view. For example,
8 municipalities were merged into the new city of Yokote in Akita, but 4 of them even now still do not
have a single church. But since they were merged with others that did, the need for a church in the
P four is obscured unless pre-merger boundaries are used. (Detailed explanation: ruraljapanchurch.com).
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[ Inmexm@o L—SAT U7 (wrmas)
ABA7,000A~ 5 FADME (BLRRBEOL-FILIVTER,
FRAGHHOETONOPT, BELCVLEIETHAFEL
THRTHY, TO TR EERBNBCHZEVSBERTT ),
RJCPNRIDEENOHLBAESBOLET,

Unchurched rural area between 7,000 and 50,000 in population.
Planting a church recommended.

Msesn@0sBOL—LTUT -

A OEEO A DOA7,000 A K5 O i35,

Unchurched remote rural area under 7000 in population at the time
of the mergers. RJCPN recommends an outreach outpost.

N s ammaaol—5LTU7  ADKS5TARE OE
(HLBBEAOIL—FILIVTERFRAEHEAOTHNORERRE
ERECUEBE, TOIVTZCRE, BEFHIEVSERTT,
BARRATRNOBLHRTNBEEERHTVET, )

Churched rural area of < 50,000 population or such an area

that was unchurched but now has a church plant underway.
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Toyama
ABH 5T A~10077 A Dithig

Churched urban area; 50,000 to 1,000,000 population Ken
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Map- Graphics Specialist: George McFall
At - EHOELKSE : ricon@hotmail.comA,
Email ricpn@hotmail.com with questions or map updates.
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FRAEGHER, HEEShTONOAOBEEEELICKVWIENSL,
FORSH SCTRHL00FHRODAOF—RZAVTVET, BEAEDHE
BNBOAQRED<KSVETHLTRIEZEASNTVET, TOLY,

2000 DR TAA7,000AKRFED, HFBRNBOZ< OHINE,
FTTLHBRYAOAN B2 TETHY, 2 VRIEVFER, AAH3,500A
KBETHDITRTREREHRZNELNERA,

Population data is of necessity from the pre-merger census (the 2000 census).
Based on depopulation trends, the populations of many rural areas will eventually
decline to around half that level. So, those areas with less than 7000 people in
the year 2000 may have soon declined to under 3500.

Recommended Action in Unchurched Areas

1. 200058 AT ADO7,000 A0 £ Ot :
RJCPN G Z Ot BANH LB ELBHLET,

RJCPN recommends a church plant in unchurched areas over
7000 in population (as of the year 2000).

2. 2000FBERTY TICAA7,000AKFET, ELVFRQ2030FE)AAH350AXRBETHL TR E
BOATVRHEOHE, HLEMALTE. TORKEHTLLFTRETDEFBLL

ERDIET, TOLD, BERATHLERREREITDLY LHLKFARUNDOBASHOFET, Ot

DAZHFBESO/FICEVT, FUARKICHLSI N TEDILHOETY 2, EHHNICRBBETS TXN
RETY, ET-HEREOERCHIHLBLE, #AVTOHET, ASHFFUARKICHELS

EONTEBDLIBRERNERD, TLLEFIACEOBRER<MBIIREERERITIBENF GVET.
TENE, ALRCEDLE > TRBEFTSONBRTT, 2000EBATAOAFFARBOBEOBE, HaE

BALESTE, COLSBRENEEEZFDTHILEEDIET,

When a village reaches less than about 3500 people, it might be difficult under the current depopulation
conditions for a church to be sustained even if it were planted in the first place. Thus, for most unchurched
areas under 7000 in population in the year AD2000 (and thus likely <3500 by now or soon to be), RICPN
recommends an alternative outreach outpost (some form of regular long-term gathering that provides local
gospel access), rather than a full church plant, a) be initially put in place by someone; b) then, maintained
for the long-haul by a church within an hour's drive.
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* During the merger,
Yamaguchi-Mura was
removed from Nagano
Prefecture and became
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