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Pre-Heisei Merger Municipal Boundaries were very intentionally used. This is essential to sufficiently 1~ 141 1
% represent the remaining unchurched areas in Japan. Otherwise, 2/3 of the 1640 areas remaining in M unICIpaI |t|eS Wlth NO Chu rCh °
Japan that lack their first church are in danger of being neglected or forgotten because the need is
masked by the effect of the Heisei era mergers. The nature of the Heisei mergers did not change the YelIOW/G reen
need for churches in these areas; the mergers merely obscured it from view. For example,
|~ 8 municipalities were merged into the new city of Yokote in Akita, but 4 of them even now still do not Tokushi K %ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ 1 2021598
': have a single church. But since they were merged with others that did, the need for a church in the okushima Ken September, 2021
7 four is obscured unless pre-merger boundaries are used. (Detailed explanation: ruraljapanchurch.com). mEE HWROAO—K i-‘:?
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Churched rural area of < 50,000 population or such
an area that was unchurched but now has a
church plant underway.
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Unchurched remote rural area under 7000 r
in population at the time of the mergers. PaCIfIC
RJCPN recommends an outreach outpost. ’ Ocean
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Churched urban area; 50,000 to
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Geisei Noichi
=EN Hh

lkegawa
st )| BT

AT

Nahari
FRE AT

B Legend
HAKBEOL—SLIUT (HHREE) : ADHF7000A
“EHAOHE (HARREON—SNIUTE . FAKAY
HOEDTHORT, RECVESETHAN BT TSHY .
T OHIHABEBHBES5E W SERTT ). RJCPN
B OEEAOHABEESBHL X T,

Unchurched rural area between 7,000 and 50,000 in population.
Planting a church recommended.

* Note: Akaoka has only around 3,000
residents, has a Catholic church,

may have or once had a Protestant
church, and in any case is very
physically close to a Protestant
church in the immediately
adjacent town. So
perhaps there is
sufficient local
outreach without a
church plant

in Akaoka.
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Unchurched rural area but some information suggests perhaps there

is no need for a separate church plant; 3,000 to 50,000 population
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Population data is of necessity from the pre-merger census (the 2000 census). Based on
depopulation trends, the populations of many rural areas will eventually decline to around half that
level. So, those areas with less than 7000 people in the year 2000 may have soon declined to under 3500.

. 1. 2000FRE R TAO7,000 A A ED i : RICPNIE C DN BAHRZHBADOLET,
M‘ﬂ?{ ral RJCPN recommends a church plant in unchurched areas over 7000 in population (as of the year 2000).

Nishitosa

BN

7OYIIRIF—Tv—, F—ER—R"
B8 AABEERRY NI—VON—UF+—
Project Manager - Database/Information
Source: Dawn Birkner, RICPN.

R IZ74YOAEMR IV IT A=)
Map* Graphics Specialist: George McFall
Mé&t EMOEMEL

2. 2000FBRTY TICAO7,000ARBT, IEWVWFHRQ2030FE)AOANIS00ARBETHL TR E
BEbhTVAE0OBE, BREZ2MALTE, TOHLEHIL LK TRET S EH/ELY

EBRDNET, TOLYD, BEHATHLBHRLERE TS L) EHRFBLNOBASHDFET, Ol
DARHFBESDFIEEVWT, FURARNKICHES ZENTERLHOEFY %, EHNICRABITS TXRH
BETT, ET—REABEOEHICHIBLBE, #EN/FTO®FT, ACHFFURARKICHLS

Emai : epn@hotmai.com 75 o EoATLABESHEEY B, TOLEEBAL L ORRER< METDREERERIHVBIHYET,
E{:l:"flcpth@nhotrma"-com Otsuki =+ ° TENE, AHRICEDE> TRKKTZONEETT, 2000FATAANTTFARBOMBOBE, #Ho%
map spditos. . %om« MELA<TH, CO&>ERBNAREEDTH AL EBDNET,

XA

When a village reaches less than about 3500 people, it might be difficult under the current depopulation

conditions for a church to be sustained even if it were planted in the first place. Thus, for most unchurched

areas under 7000 in population in the year AD2000 (and thus likely <3500 by now or soon to be), RICPN

recommends an alternative outreach outpost (some form of regular long-term gathering that provides local
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 gospel access), rather than a full church plant, a) be initially put in place by someone; b) then, maintained
km for the long-haul by a church within an hour's drive.




