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» Pre-Heisei Merger Municipal Boundaries were very intentionally used. This is essential to sufficiently represent the remaining unchurched areas in Japan. Otherwise, 2/3 of the 1640 areas remaining in Japan

that lack their first church are in danger of being neglected or forgotten because the need is masked by the effect of the Heisei era mergers. The nature of the Heisei mergers did not change the need for

churches in these areas; the mergers merely obscured it from view. For example, 8 municipalities were merged into the new city of Yokote in Akita, but 4 of them even now still do not have a single church.

But since they were merged with others that did, the need for a church in the four is obscured unless pre-merger boundaries are used. (Detailed explanation: ruraljapanchurch.com).
g

Kumamoto Ken

AR MBI Legend

[ ] sesxg@®0 L—SAT U7 (HHERES) :
ABAN7,000A~ 5 FAOME (HLRRBOIL-FILIVTER,
Miyazaki FRAEHEAOEHHANORT, BEICVEZETHR2A BV
HEHRTHY ., TO TR BFEBNBCHZEVSERTY ),
Ken  RycPNEZOMENOHABAESHOLET.
iR Unchurched rural area between 7,000 and 50,000 in population.
Planting a church recommended.

BAD Mt
Kyushu Japan

ERBR

©

Hishikari
EHAT [ #242BoEROL—SLIUT :

. ~g
Kagoshima Ken -~ ABHOROAOHT 000 AFBEO B,
Unchurched remote rural area under 7000 in population at the

EE H%/@ —C‘, ;&éb\-‘ 7!; L\ T_H m]'*j— “ , _% time of the mergers. RJCPN recommends an outreach outpost.
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Churched rural area of

< 50,000 population or
such an area that was
unchurched but now has a
church plant underway.
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Toshima Recommended Action in Unchurched Areas.
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Population data is of necessity from the pre-merger census (the 2000 census). Areas
Toshima € with less than 7000 people in the year 2000 may have soon declined to under 3500. Nishinoomote‘
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Setouchi For most unchurched areas under 7000 in population in the year AD2000 , RICPN recommends an
alternative outreach outpost (some form of regular long-term gathering that provides local gospel
Tokunoshima access), rather than a full church plant.
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