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Pre-Heisei Merger Municipal Boundaries were very intentionally used. This is essential to sufficiently 101 11 H
represent the remaining unchurched areas in Japan. Otherwise, 2/3 of the 1640 areas remaining in M unICIpaI Itles Wlth NO Chu rCh
Japan that lack their first church are in danger of being neglected or forgotten because the need is
masked by the effect of the Heisei era mergers. The nature of the Heisei mergers did not change the YeIIOW/Green
need for churches in these areas; the mergers merely obscured it from view. For example, i .
8 municipalities were merged into the new city of Yokote in Akita, but 4 of them even now still do not BWOFEHEA : 2021597 September, 2021

have a single church. But since they were merged with others that did, the need for a church in the HWROA > O— KR : To Download Maps:
four is obscured unless pre-merger boundaries are used. (Detailed explanation: ruraljapanchurch.com). www.ruraljapanchurch.com
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HARREBEOII—FIIIVT (#FENE) : AQKF7,000A~ 5 FAOHIE (HLRRE
DIL—ZNIVTER, FRAGHIMOEZHANOFT, RELCVEDETHRANBVHIANTHY) .,
TOTHNFEFTRNBICHZEVSIERTT ). RICPN BCOBBADHALBHZHBHLET.
Unchurched rural area between 7,000 and 50,000 in population. Planting a church recommended.

[ | #25RBORBOL—FLIVT : AHOBOADHNT,000AKBD L,
Unchurched remote rural area under 7000 in population at the time of the mergers. RJCPN recommends
an outreach outpost.

BARBRBOIL—FILIVFTIN, 1FC1EBALOEETRENS, TETBHTERY
(BIARRREELPTEER. JVANARRAI—AE—2, H2VRECHDHLOXAMELT
EHHICAEZTORE ) FHD. AON 5 FAKRBO M,
Rural area with an outreach outpost (some recurrent ongoing or permanent outreach and local gospel
access/presence, such as small groups, home meetings, outreach events, holiday events, branch worship
. service of a church elsewhere, or other outreach gatherings, rather than a church plant), underway in an area
of <50,000 in population. This may be either a precursor to or an alternative to a church plant.

HERBEEAOIL—FIIIVT : ABHF 5TAKRE Ot (BEREEAOL—FILIVTER
FRAGHBEOTANORAREEEILLBE, TOIVTZLRE, BENFrHHEVSEKTT,
BRRATRIOELBAFOBEELEOTVET, )

Churched rural area of < 50,000 population or such an area that was unchurched but now has a church plant underway.
[ | #4RBE&OF7—/N\YTUT (BHH) : ADK5TA~1007A0 M8
Churched urban area; 50,000 to 1,000,000 population
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was targeted for regular
outreach for a while, but

not sure if this has progressed
or was since discontinued.
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2000F DEERTAO7,000ARFBED, HFBNBOS OHHHE, FTIEHRLYAQF B> TETHY,

52 VRIEVER, AQA3500AKRBETHIIZARMEHINELIEL A,

Population data is of necessity from the pre-merger census (the 2000 census). Based on

depopulation trends, the populations of many rural areas will eventually decline to around half that

BEEALESL<SSYELE level. So, those areas with less than 7000 people in the year 2000 may have soon declined to under 3500.
Fhes, BESAT, TLTOALS 1.2000FRERTAMO7,000 AL EDH#IE : RICPN & DA LEHRAESEDLET.
INFEATVBATTIC RJCPN recommends a church plant in unchurched areas over 7000 in population (as of the year 2000).
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DARFBESOBBLESVT, FUARACHESCENTERLHOEFY 2, EHNICRAMITS TXH
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OHFHOBEE, BEERALAESTE, COKSBERENFEEFHTHILELEBDIFET,

When a village reaches less than about 3500 people, it might be difficult
under the current depopulation conditions for a church to be sustained
even if it were planted in the first place. Thus, for most unchurched areas
under 7000 in population in the year AD2000 (and thus likely <3500 by now
or soon to be), RICPN recommends an alternative outreach
outpost (some form of regular long-term gathering that
provides local gospel access), rather than a full church plant,
a) be initially put in place by someone; b) then, maintained
for the long-haul by a church within an hour's drive.
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