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Church Presence/Absence within Pre-Heisei Merger Municipal Boundaries
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Pre-Heisei Merger Municipal Boundaries were very intentionally used. This is essential to

sufficiently represent the remaining unchurched areas in Japan. Otherwise, 2/3 of the ga ‘Q"“"

1800 areas remaining in Japan that lack their first church are in danger of being neglected or !\@E'?mtﬁ:

forgotten because the need is masked by the effect of the Heisei era mergers. The mergers did 'é"‘i%\@ﬁ‘.

not change the need for churches in these areas; they merely obscured it from view. For example, X %?:i%* %

in Akita Prefecture, 8 municipalities were merged into the new city of Yokote, but 6 of these 8 do ﬁ;‘_’i‘},&%?%?? &

not have a single church. But because 2 of the 8 have churches, the need for churches in the other i‘rﬁi&

6 is obscured unless pre-merger boundaries are used. For further explanation, contact ! gép‘,:ﬁg.‘,‘%

RJCPN@hotmail.com. , ﬁ\\‘g, ;@‘%"
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unchurched rural area; 3,000 to 50,000 population. .'\&;}4 ‘%’;'grg,@
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churched rural area; 3,000 to 50,000 population & .
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churched urban area; 50,000 to 1,000,000 population. SR
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churched MegaCity; >1,000,000 population.
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unchurched rural area but targeted for a church plant ! \;f{’\' ,gf
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unchurched rural area but some information suggests perhaps there is no need for a N

separate church plant; 3,000 to 50,000 population
v 9

[ I RICPNBCOTUTEH AN HBABVA OERERZ> TUAL Source of information: RJICPN

church presence or absence unknown to RICPN ; Map: George McFall, June, 2017




